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New York Times 


WASHINGTON 

The day after suffering a po- 
litical blow in the Alabama spe- 
cial Senate election, congres- 
sional Republicans sped forward 
with the most sweeping tax 


KANSAS CITY STAR. 


icans say they 
have deal on tax bill R 


rewrite in decades, announcing 
an agreement on a final bill that 
would cut taxes for businesses 
and individuals and mark the 
party’s first major legislative 
achievement since assuming 
political control this year. 

Party leaders in the House 
and Senate agreed in principle 
to bridge the yawning gaps be- 


tween their competing versions 
of the $1.5 trillion tax bill, keep- 
ing Republicans on track for 
final votes next week with the 
aim of delivering a bill to Presi- 
dent Donald Trump’s desk by 
Christmas. The House and Sen- 
ate versions of the tax bill start- 
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DOUG MILLS New York Times 


President Donald Trump hosted GOP lawmakers Wednesday at the 


White House. House and Senate Republicans have reached an 
SEE TAX BILL, 14A agreement, in principle, on a consensus tax bill. 


Westport 
sidewalk 
plan pits 
safety vs. 
civil rights 


BY BILL TURQUE 
bturque@kcstar.com 


A proposal to privatize 
Westport sidewalks on week- 
ends for weapons checks 
landed at the intersection of 
public safety and civil rights 
Wednesday, as Kansas City 
Council members heard 
pointed testimony on the 
measure. 

Businesses in the popular 
entertainment district have 
called for the measure after a 
frightening spike in late-night 
gun violence. If approved, the 
city would privatize sidewalks 
in an area bounded by Penn- 
sylvania Avenue from West 
40th Street to Archibald 
Street, and Westport Road 
from Broadway to Mill Street. 
Under Missouri law, police 
can screen for concealed 
weapons on private but not 
public property. The metal 
detection checkpoints would 
be in place on Friday and 
Saturday nights from 11 p.m. 
to 4 a.m. 

An earlier version of the 
ordinance, calling for vacating 
selected streets, was tabled 
last summer. 

Some opponents of the 
proposal contend that the 
security setup invites racial 
profiling, bringing unlawful 
attention to black and other 
minority patrons of bars and 
restaurants. 

Councilwoman Alissia Can- 
ady, who supports the ordi- 
nance, presented police offi- 
cials with data suggesting that 
African Americans are at 
elevated risk of being crime 
victims in Westport. 

Over the last three years, 
more than 40 percent of the 
130 victims of violent crime in 
the heart of Westport were 
African Americans, according 
to police Capt. Doug Nie- 
meier. 

“I thought those numbers 
were important to point out,” 
said Canady, chairwoman of 
the council’s neighborhoods 
and public safety committee. 
“We’re not 40 percent of the 
people in Westport.” 


CALIFORNIA BLAZE STILL A THREAT 


fe 


An engine company from the city of Colton, Calif., operating under mutual aid, keeps 


watch on pockets of burning and unburned vegetation off Bella Vista Drive in 


Montecito, Calif., on Wednesday. After announcing increased containment of the 


Thomas fire, one of the biggest wildfires in California history, officials Wednesday 


warned that communities remain at risk because of unpredictable winds. 
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More coverage of the California wildfires, 10A 


GOP points 
fingers after 
losing 
Senate seat 
in Alabama 


BY SEAN SULLIVAN, ELISE 
VIEBECK, DAVID WEIGEL AND 
MICHAEL SCHERER 


Washington Post 


BIRMINGHAM, ALA. 

Stunned Republicans began 
casting blame Wednesday 
over their failure to hold a 
Senate seat in the Deep South, 
where Alabama Democrat 
Doug Jones stitched together 
just enough support to win 
amid backlash to accusations 
of sexual misconduct against 
his firebrand GOP rival. 

Even as Republican Roy 
Moore — down by more than 
20,000 votes in Tuesday’s 
special election — refused to 
concede the race, members of 
the GOP began pointing fin- 
gers at one another for his 
defeat after being steamrolled 
in Virginia’s elections last 
month. 

The recriminations high- 
lighted the bitter divisions 
within the GOP that appear to 
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Lt. Gov. Smith named to fill Senate seat 
left vacant by Al Franken 14A 
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OFFICER CLEARED 
IN SHOOTING 


The police officer who 
shot and killed an armed 
man in the Lenexa 
Costco was found to have 
acted appropriately. 2A 


BUSINESS 


UMKC SET TO 
EXPAND CAMPUS 


University officials 
announced that a new 
center would be built for 
the School of Computing 
and Engineering. 5A 
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